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Bookworm Goes to Washington!  

 

Bookworm Gardens is thrilled to announce its inclusion in a special exhibit at the United 

States Botanic Garden in Washington, D.C., highlighting the diversity in botanic gardens 

across the country. On display from May through October, 2019, Bookworm Gardens has 

been selected as one of 14 distinctive botanic gardens that will make their home on the Mall 

during the run of the exhibit. Says Devin Dotson, Public Affairs and Exhibits Specialist for the 

U.S. Botanic Garden, “We are excited to use our main exhibit to celebrate the wide swath of 

diversity in gardens across the country.” Located between the Smithsonian and the Capitol 

building, the U.S. Botanic Garden sees more than 1 million visitors each year from around 

the world. “We are honored to showcase Bookworm Gardens, Sheboygan, and the great 

state of Wisconsin at the Capitol” says Elizabeth Wieland, Executive Director. “We are very 

proud of what Bookworm has grown to be in our community.” 

 

The garden space that will be on display representing Bookworm was designed by Director 

of Horticulture and Facilities Allissa Montgomery as a version of one of the favorite spots at 

the Gardens: The Magic School Bus Plants Seeds. An artistic interpretation of the school bus 

with brightly colored, whimsical butterfly wings will leap from a garden bed, rich in texture 

and interest. Rainbow-colored Adirondack chairs will provide colorful and comfortable 

places to read. A stone gateway pillar with books inside will double as an official Little Free 

Library. Says Montgomery, “Bringing a version of this most cherished space to the United 

States Botanic Garden will be an incredible way to showcase our singular and special 

garden, as well as share our mission.”  

 

Sandy Livermore, Bookworm Founder, says “Bookworm Gardens became a reality due to 

the incredible effort of our community. We strive to bring joy to our visitors, both young and 

old, each and every day through the celebration of literature and nature, and look forward 

to sharing that joy with visitors at the U.S. Botanic Garden.” In keeping with this tradition of 

community, Bookworm is looking for additional ways to partner with other Wisconsin 

organizations and raise funds for the project.  

 

Bookworm Gardens is a 7.5 acre botanic garden in Sheboygan, Wisconsin, whose mission is 

to enrich the mind, body, and spirit of the young and young at heart through the exploration 

in a garden environment based on children’s literature. Since first opening its gates in 2010, 

Bookworm has grown to reach nearly 80,000 thousand general visitors each season from 

Wisconsin and beyond. In the 2018 season (May 1- October 31) the Gardens saw over 6,000 

students on field trips from 13 counties across the state and 25 adult tours groups, as well as 

hosting 4 family festivals and 25 adult learning experiences. Bookworm Gardens is an 

independent non-profit organization and relies completely on donations to support 

operations. More information available at bookwormgardens.org.   

 

 


